70                 THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
burdensome or enfeebling annexations, the German political
dream of union of all the States where the German race
dominates in a common political system and a powerful
solidarity." 2l This contemporary opinion has for the most
part been endorsed by posterity.22 Only here and there
before the World War were there those who criticized it.
But after 1914, when German support of Austria became
one of the causes which involved all Europe in war, many
voices, even in Germany, questioned Bismarck's wisdom.
They alleged that Bismarck, by further alienating Russia
through alliance with Austria, made inevitable the Franco-
Russian Alliance; and that by taking sides with Austria
against Russia in the Balkans, he prepared the way for the
clash which came in 1914,
Such critics, however, are vrong in thinking that Russia
was permanently alienated from Germany after 1879, They
did not know of the very secret treaty which Bismarck made
with Russia within two years (June 18,1881) and which he
renewed (with modifications) and kept effective as long as
he remained in power. They are wrong in thinking that it
made the Franco-Russian alliance inevitable. This was
perhaps "inevitable" anyway, in view of the growth of Pan-
Slavism in Russia and the persistence of Alsatian memories
in France, And they are wrong in thinking that Bismarck's
alliance of 1879 necessarily involved an Austro-Russian
clash in the Balkans, True to the defensive aims with which
he had established the Austro-German Alliance, Bismarck
continually warned Austria in the following years that Ger-
many would not fight to support Austrian expansion or
aggression in the Balkans* He repeatedly took occasion to
remind her that the alliance was defensive, not offensive.23;
In 1885, for instance, with prophetic vision, he warned
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